
 

7  Support to Poverty Reduction Efforts in China

The 13th Five-Year Plan (FYP) has formulated a new 
“targeted poverty alleviation strategy”. The changes have 
manifested in many aspects in the new grand strategy: 
environment protection is factored in; innovative 
approaches such as relocation, e-commerce and eco-
tourism are promoted, which - unlike the traditional 
government-led top-down strategy – aims to leverage the 
full capacity of non-state players (e.g., business, the 
general public) and give full play to the market. Above all, 
precision is the key in identifying the poor, distributing the 
fund and conducting measures that address the root 
causes of poverty. As part of this, the government will use 
a comprehensive national database of the poor, which is 
likely to be used more actively in conjunction with other 
measures, for example actual fund distribution. In 
addition, more finance will be devolved to local and 
provincial governments to administer directly for poverty 
alleviation. Minimum guarantee subsidies and other social 
security policies will also be introduced. 

• Multi-dimensional approach should be adopted to 
tackle poverty 

• Promote data transparency and integration among 
different departments of the government to concisely 
target poor people, establish dynamic database, 
design tailored-made project to alleviate poverty 

• P ro m o t e t h e p i l o t i n g o f i n n o v a t i v e a n d 
environmentally approaches to help vulnerable 
groups/areas explore alternative livelihoods through 
industrial development

• Empowering Ethnic Minority Women for Cultural Industrial 
Development through Community-based Approach in Yunnan 
Enhanced the capacity building and promoted the development of 
community–driven cultural industry; improved the market 
competitiveness of Yi embroidery products and Yi women's 
livelihoods; stimulated the launch of local policies.  

• Promoting Women’s Development and Empowerment in Ethnic 
Minority Regions 
Develop community led feature cultural industry in minority ethnic 
minority area with women as the main participants 
Preserve culture and traditions; increase job opportunities and improve livelihood through developing feature culture 
industry; focus on gender equality, and facilitate culture-oriented women empowerment and development. 

United Nations Development Programme

HOW CAN UNDP HELP

• Bring in international experiences and innovative 
approaches on poverty reduction, such as the SDG 
localization pilot village which includes baseline 
research and expert consultation for assessing 
poverty, SDGs training to local government officials, 
and providing decent job opportunities and capacity 
building for poverty alleviation 

• Policy studies: upgrading the community pilot into 
provincial and national level policy making process 

• Institutional and organizational capacity building of 
local governments and communities to provide need-
based training and consultation to local poverty 
alleviation officials and practitioners to help them 
address their local challenges 

• Improving local l ivelihood through industrial 
development: harness the unique local cultural/ 
natural resources to explore alternative livelihood 
opportunities 

• Strengthen communication and advocacy to raise 
public awareness 

• Broader partnership with private sector, experienced 
NGOs, tourism developers and fashion/ design 
industry etc to promote culture-based development 
of ethnic minority areas 

POSSIBLE SOLUTIONS

WHAT ARE THE MAIN ISSUES

UNDP PAST EXPERIENCE AND SUCCESSFUL CASES
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